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2000 and
2003 MUTCD

Updates

The National
Perspective
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•• Incorporated byIncorporated by
reference in 23 CFRreference in 23 CFR

•• The national standardThe national standard
for all traffic controlfor all traffic control
devicesdevices

•• FHWA develops andFHWA develops and
maintains the MUTCDmaintains the MUTCD
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Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Office of Transportation Operations

MUTCD TeamMUTCD Team::
••  Ernie Huckaby (Team Leader) Ernie Huckaby (Team Leader)
••  Linda Brown (Part 1) Linda Brown (Part 1)
••  Fred Ranck (Parts 2, 5) Fred Ranck (Parts 2, 5)
••  Scott Wainwright (Parts 3, 4) Scott Wainwright (Parts 3, 4)
••  Pete Rusch (Part 6) Pete Rusch (Part 6)
••  Guan Xu (Parts 7, 8, 9, 10) Guan Xu (Parts 7, 8, 9, 10)
••  Contractor: Kimley-Horn and Associates Contractor: Kimley-Horn and Associates
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 Ernie Huckaby  Linda Brown (1) Fred Ranck (2,5)

Scott Wainwright (3,4)  Pete Rusch (6)   Guan Xu (7-10)

MUTCD Team Members
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FHWA Activities
••     Works with ITE, AASHTO,Works with ITE, AASHTO,

      NCUTCD, and others      NCUTCD, and others
••   Develops language  Develops language
••   Prepares official interpretations  Prepares official interpretations
••   Approves experimentations  Approves experimentations
••   Conducts and reviews research  Conducts and reviews research
••   Prepares rulemaking  Prepares rulemaking
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Development of the 2003
MUTCD

5/21/02 – Notice of Proposed Amendments5/21/02 – Notice of Proposed Amendments
8/20/02 – End of 90-day public comment period8/20/02 – End of 90-day public comment period
3/31/03 – Completed analysis of over 5,0003/31/03 – Completed analysis of over 5,000

             comments in 293 letters             comments in 293 letters
10/3/03 – Completed text & figures edits,10/3/03 – Completed text & figures edits,

             comments completed             comments completed
11/20/03 – Final rule published in Federal11/20/03 – Final rule published in Federal

               Register & MUTCD posted on FHWA’s               Register & MUTCD posted on FHWA’s
               website               website
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Availability of 2003 MUTCD

•• 2003 MUTCD, Change List, and Federal2003 MUTCD, Change List, and Federal
Register notice are available onRegister notice are available on
FHWA’s MUTCD websiteFHWA’s MUTCD website

•• ITE, AASHTO, and ATSSA are sellingITE, AASHTO, and ATSSA are selling
printed version of 2003 MUTCDprinted version of 2003 MUTCD

•• Updated “Standard Highway Signs”Updated “Standard Highway Signs”
book anticipated in 2book anticipated in 2ndnd half of 2004 half of 2004
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Process for Adopting the 2003
MUTCD

•• FHWA adopted MUTCD changes 30FHWA adopted MUTCD changes 30
days after Final Rule – 12/22/03days after Final Rule – 12/22/03

•• States must adopt MUTCD byStates must adopt MUTCD by
12/22/05 (within 2 years of FHWA12/22/05 (within 2 years of FHWA
adoption)adoption)
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Why a New 2003 MUTCD?
••   More than 300 significant changes  More than 300 significant changes
••   NCUTCD requested many changes  NCUTCD requested many changes
••   Comments to the docket during the   Comments to the docket during the 

development of the 2000 MUTCDdevelopment of the 2000 MUTCD
••   Greater involvement from the  Greater involvement from the

U.S. Access Board and OSHAU.S. Access Board and OSHA
••   Errors & inconsistencies were eliminated  Errors & inconsistencies were eliminated
••   Graphics were improved  Graphics were improved
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Format and Style Changes
•• Page size increasedPage size increased
•• Headings of Standard, Guidance, Headings of Standard, Guidance, 

Option, or SupportOption, or Support
•• Section 2B.12 on Page 2B-10Section 2B.12 on Page 2B-10
•• Metric units (with English in Metric units (with English in 

parentheses)parentheses)
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2003 MUTCD2000 MUTCD
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http://mutcd.fhwa.dot.gov
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